This ran on page 5C in the Business Today section of the Wichita Eagle, written by Shelly Chenoweth. 
Big idea? Be an entrepreneur 
Less than 10 years ago, a man told me we should change the name of Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas because no one knew what the word "entrepreneur" meant.

I disagreed with him then, and now the word -- and the spirit behind what it means -- has virtually become its own industry.

The United States government recognizes the importance of the national entrepreneurial movement, and in June 2006 the House passed Resolution No. 699, declaring this week as Entrepreneurship Week USA.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius also recognizes the important role entrepreneurship plays in our economy and declared this week Kansas Entrepreneurship Week.

The interest in business ownership appears at every level. College students can major in entrepreneurship. On college campuses across the nation, there has been an explosion of departments and centers that focus on entrepreneurship.

Right here in Wichita, Wichita State University's Center for Entrepreneurship has seen double-digit growth in the last few years. The center has a record number of entrepreneurship majors, and students from all disciplines are enrolling in entrepreneurship courses, understanding that basic business knowledge will be helpful, no matter what profession they pursue.

High school students can take classes in entrepreneurship, such as the program offered by Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas. There are numerous community-based organizations such as Junior Achievement, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boys & Girls Clubs, and others that provide programs in business and entrepreneurship. Credit unions, banks and investment firms offer curricula for students -- and adults -- about financial choices.

Adults who have been restless in the corporate world are leaving that security to assume the risks, and the rewards, of being an entrepreneur. According to the Small Business Administration, approximately 672,000 new businesses with employees were created in 2005. This represents a 12.5 percent increase in business start-ups over the numbers at the height of the dot-com boom.

How many people do you know who have said, "If only I would have acted on a great idea I had..." Have you had those thoughts yourself? It's not too late.

The theme for this national celebration is "What's your BIG idea?" 
Do you have an idea for the next great invention or service business? Do you have a hobby that could generate a little money on the side? Do you see a void in an industry that you could fill with your expertise or focus on customer service? These are just a few of the questions that have launched thousands of entrepreneurs into the rewarding world of business ownership.

What has spurred this interest in business ownership? The reasons are many and varied. And entrepreneurial thinking certainly goes outside the walls of small businesses. Within other sectors of the economy, major corporations are encouraging their employees to be entrepreneurial in the way they think, or as some have termed this way of thinking, to be "intrapreneurs." Even the nonprofit sector has joined the movement, as social entrepreneurship -- entrepreneurship with a cause -- increases in popularity.

Debates rage in academic and business circles about whether entrepreneurship can be taught. Is there a way to teach risk tolerance? Can people learn about the spirit and drive required to be an entrepreneur? No one knows that answer for certain, but it is an issue that will remain in the spotlight as an increasing number of small businesses have an ever greater impact on the U.S. economy.

To learn more about the national celebration of the entrepreneurial spirit, visit the Web site www.entrepreneurshipweekusa.com. You can also go to www.yeks.org to learn more about Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas and our efforts to nurture and encourage entrepreneurial learning.

And take a minute to ask yourself: What's your BIG idea? 
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