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: early two decades ago,
.Liz and Chaides Koch
listened to a pitch
abotit & program o
teach ai-risk youth
business arid entrepre-
neurism — and to give them a
shot at a better future.

From the pitch was born Youth
Entrepreneurs Kansas.

Now.in its 17th year, YEK will
reach about 700 stidents in 18
high schools in Wichita, Kansas
City; Kan,, and Topeka,

.. It's a program that has become
an iﬁlportant part of Liz Koch's

“Ttwas through the ﬁmng and
tinkering that I became more pas-

-$ionate about it,” said Koch, YEK's

new executive divecior, Kylie -
Stupka, a certified pubhc accoun-
tant and former divector of finance
and administration for the Greater
Wichita Convention & Visitors
Bureaun.
- I's adding empioyﬁes -~ it has
10 now— because of the pro-
gran’s growth

-And it moved this month from
its longtime location in the base-
ment of Devlin Hall at Wichita

tate University to'a remodeled

tite at Koch Tndustries’ headquar-

northeast Wichita.

'The program also has grown
beyond Kansas

.In 2006 it expanded into two

Piease see YEK, Page 2C
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high schools in Atlanta, where the pro-
gram is named YEATL, — Youth -, ..
Entrepreneurs Atlanta ZandisTun by
separate executive director and board.
Last year, YEATL expanded into three
more Adanta hlgh schools, More are
planned.
“l want to be in every pubhc thh
school in Atlanta,” Koch said. - .
Despite the growth of the program,
Koch is not satisfied. It’s likely she never
will be,
“Because if you re satisfied that means
you're complacent, you're not thinking
about what's next, what's next, what's
next,” she said. “We struggle to live up to
what we want to do. We have all these
great plans. But just getting them imple-
mented, and the buy-in from schools,
teachers students, it’s never going to be
easy.”

Changmg Eﬂds’ ﬁhmksng

Many of the personal srcuat[ons that G

YEK sfudents come from arem’t easy, :
Koch said. '
“And besides giving students msaght
into business and entrepreneurism, she
hopes that YEK gives them something
that’s intangible but critically important. -

“My goals and what I look at as success -

(by.way of YEK) is to change the way

they currently think about what is possi- g

ble for them, their life, their family in the
society, in the town, which they choose,”

she said., “It’s how they look at things and

realize the possibilities. . . . They cannot
go and Hve life and expenence life the
way many of them live. No role models.
No goals. No ambition.

“Pin not tying to paint some pictuie of
ying

something that’s not realistic, but they

N .P(yll

can have a good hfe and rhey can con-
tribiite to the communities they live in.

and feel _good about themselves gene1 al-

1 ».

YEK has glven Marcus Vﬂla a Wichita
West ngh School, semor self confi-

“"dence.

“It helped me realize I can do what I
want to do . . . that how I know [ can be
successful and know what it takes to be
successful,” he said.

YEK instiuctors like Wichita East High
School’s Shanna Zimmerman said the
support they get from the group, in
terms of field wips to companies and
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Stupka.ls the execuh dlrector of Youth Entrepreneurs Kansas. Thfough
- YEK Stupka said, “we're: {rving to change the way a person hes seen hfe and

b sees_! fe ﬁd contrtbui:es 'to Iafe v . R _ k5

: guest lectureis from the busmess com:
" founiiy; duves home the mformaﬁon
theylearn; = '
“The kids kind of see the real reievance-.

of what we teach,” Zimimerman said.

-~ The idea for YEK was born from a visit
by Steve Mariotti; president and founder
of the New York City-based Nattonal
Foundation for Teachitig :
Entrepreneurship.

Mariotti came to Wichita to talk to Liz
and Chatles Koch about his program,
which to this day provides the school
cutviculum for YEK, and ask whether
they wotild help support developing his

1991 at Wichita North High School

program here :
“It just fit us to a T, Liz Koch said.
That’s how the program started, in

Koch said it didn’t take Iong for her -

- and YEK staff to understand that if they .~
‘wanted YEK to rea]ly have an impact on. -

at-risk kids, it was going to take more .
than an elght -week program,
" So over the next 16 years, Koch YEK

' staff and its board of directors devetoped

‘a program that is now a credit-earning

_course thatlasts the entire school year.

It also provides summer training pro-
grams at companies such as Cessna
Aivcraft, Smith Barney, Associated and
Security Benefit Corp.; awards college
scholarships; and provides venture capi-
tal for students to start their own busi-
nesses.

And for those kids who graduate and
want to stay connected, YEI has an
Ambassadoys Club, which offers them
community service projects and conting-

ing education programs.

“The things we offer them I really feel
good about,” Koch said. “And that’s the
community buy-in that's s0 necessary to
make something work, I haven't found
anyone else who wants (o hang with
their kids as long as we do.” .

" ?@amﬁammg the' missio'nri o

Nearly all of the schools that have YEK
classes meet the organization’s criterion
of having at-risk students. And YEK pro-
vides the funding to support the pro-
gramis in those schools:

The exception is Kapaun Mount

. Carmel High School in Wichita, Whl(‘.‘h

Stupka said has to provlde 1ts own fund—

g i

Koch and Stupka said there is demand
froin some private schools like Kapaum,
and others that don’t have an at-risk stu-
dent population, to get the YEK program
into their classrooms.

“We're trying to change the way a per-
son has seen life and sees life and con-
tributes to life,” Stupka said. “And the
demographic that we need to go after is
not necessarily the demographlc that is
in those schools. -~
. “That said, we féel hke they should
 have that opportunity as well, so were
trymg to reach a balance.” * -

While Koch said she'd like to someday
grow 'YEK beyond Kansas and Atlanta,
shie said the organization’s focus remains
on those two locales.

Koch wants to first make certain that
the program is reaching every disadvan-
taged kid it can in'those areas.

“It’s just like we aré in all the (public)
high schools in Wichita, I want to be the
same in Atlanta,” she said. “And then we
can woity about the other communities.

“My mission is the inner-city schools.
Those are the kids Twant.”

feach Jeny Sichenmark &t 316-268-6576 or
isizbenmark@wichitesaglecom.
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