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Newton, East High Youth Entrepreneurs win NYC trip
WICHITA, July 26, 2007 – Summer is a time when education is the last thing on most high school students’ minds, but participants in the Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas/Smith Barney Summer Partnership have been working hard to learn about investments. Yesterday, Ty Buller from Newton High School and Whitney Davis from Wichita East High School earned a big payoff for their work - an all-expense paid trip to New York City.
The Partnership pairs YEK students one-on-one with Smith Barney employees, who teach them all aspects of the stock market and the role of a financial advisor. Each student also chooses a stock to research, and must monitor its performance during the duration of the program, which is capped off by a competition in which each student presents what he/she learned. Last week’s semi-final round narrowed the field from eight students to four. 
The finalists made their presentations Wednesday, July 25, 2007, at 4 p.m. at the Wichita Smith Barney office, 8301 E 21st St. North, Suite 150. Area business executives judged the final round and selected the top two presenters to receive trips to New York City, hosted by local Smith Barney advisors and New York-based Smith Barney employees. The winners will leave August 2 and spend two days touring the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, meeting Smith Barney executives, and enjoying popular New York City attractions.

Student presenters were:

Ty Buller, Newton High School

Matt Kochenower, Newton High School

Whitney Davis, East High School

Amanda Long, West High School

Judges for the competition were:

Brent Mitchell of Martin, Pringle, Oliver, Wallace & Swartz LLP
Michael Monteferrante – Occidental Management
Michael O’Shaughnessey – Lario Enterprises 
Dan Taylor, Jr. – Taylor Enterprises
Jennifer Knight – Cerebral Palsy Research Foundation

Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas (YEK) is a non-profit organization that works with public schools, teaching business and entrepreneurial skills in the classroom. YEK is in all public high schools in Wichita, Augusta High School, Newton High School, Clearwater High School, Campus High School in Haysville, Kapaun Mt. Carmel, Topeka High School, Highland Park High School in Topeka, Lawrence High School, and four Kansas City, Kansas high schools. Since its beginning, more than 7,000 students have graduated from YEK. YEK was established in 1991 by the Charles G. Koch Foundation. It is a licensed program of the National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship, based in New York. 
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