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Wichita, Wyandotte County YEK students are smash hits at musician Usher’s camp in Atlanta

ATLANTA, Ga. – Two Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas program graduates recently returned from musician Usher’s Camp New Look in Atlanta, Georgia, which was held July 16 - 28, 2007 at Georgia Tech University. James Harris, 2007 graduate of J.C. Harmon High School in Wyandotte County and Marcus Villa, Wichita West High School senior, were camp standouts, with Harris taking home two of the camp’s top awards.

Camp New Look is a program of Usher’s New Look Foundation, which focuses on providing disadvantaged youth with a new look on life. The premier sports and entertainment camp is designed to engage, educate, and inform youth ages 12 to 17 about the business aspects of both industries.  YEK staff members assisted with planning a portion of the camp, and Sherii Farmer, YEK program director, helped facilitate part of the camp.
Harris and Villa created a business plan for a demo studio which won the camp’s business plan competition and tickets to a "Screamfest '07" concert, thanks in part to the skills they learned in their YEK classes. All the campers spent a day at Patchwork Records recording two songs with Usher for possible use on his upcoming album, due for release in November. One of those songs, “Look at You Now,” features a solo rap by Villa; the other song, “Closer,” features Harris, who won the Star Camper award. Harris and Villa both plan to attend next year’s camp as junior counselors.
Harris and Villa were also part of a team that created a song for Red Bull energy drink, who sponsored part of the camp, and are in the process of copyrighting it for use by Red Bull. The song also caught the attention of up-and-coming singer Lloyd, who asked Harris's group to prepare a business plan for the production and promotion of a demo, and in return offered to help fund their demo. Harris said he approached Lloyd about helping his group with the demo, and then helped his group prepare and submit the business plan to Lloyd before the end of camp. Harris expects to hear more from Lloyd about the plan later this week. Lloyd also discussed having Villa's group record songs with him for his new CD.
Harris plans to work this fall and attend Johnson County Community College in the spring, majoring in business management with concentration in entrepreneurship. He will attend a four-year college to finish his degree, but has not decided on one yet. Harris is a man of many talents, and enjoys working on cars and writing poetry in addition to performing. He has won his school’s talent show and enjoys performing for his friends.
One hundred and twenty-five youth, representing diverse communities and backgrounds across the United States, were selected to participate in this residential camping experience.  Now in its third year, the camp offers an array of workshops, activities, and special events designed to strengthen leadership skills, introduce solid business principles and practices and awaken the entrepreneurial spirit in each participant. Youth can choose to receive instruction in one of the following components: acting, dance, music, sports, or video production.





-more-
Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas (YEK) is a non-profit organization that works with public schools, teaching business and entrepreneurial skills in the classroom. YEK is in all public high schools in Wichita, Augusta High School, Newton High School, Clearwater High School, Campus High School in Haysville, Kapaun Mt. Carmel, Topeka High School, Highland Park High School in Topeka, Lawrence High School, and four Kansas City, Kansas high schools. Since its beginning, more than 7,000 students have graduated from YEK. YEK was established in 1991 by the Charles G. Koch Foundation. It is a licensed program of the National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship, based in New York.  
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